Kathie E. Yount
October 23, 1947 - January 21, 2020

Kathie E Yount, 72, of Harrisburg, MO passed away January 21st 2020.
Kathie was born to Leroy and Lorraine Gifford in Ironton, MO. They preceded her in death,
as well as her son, Dylan Yount and brother, LD Gifford. She is survived by brother
Michael (Penny) Gifford, sister Diane (Harold) Thomas, numerous nieces and nephews,
many close friends and Moses.
Kathie was a passionate woman in everything she did. Her greatest love was her son,
Dylan. From raising him as a single mother to fighting for suicide awareness after this
tragic death - Dylan was her all. Kathie was an English teacher and gave her heart
investing in students to reach their full potential. She coached students in writing that were
awarded yearly for their efforts and well as being instrumental in the start of the local
blood drive in the school. Kathie was a phenomenal writer, artist, gardener, antique shop
owner, and a supporter of the Scouts.
Kathie will be missed by many.
A Celebration of Life will be held on March 21. More arrangements will follow.
Arrangements are pending under the direction of Nilson Funeral Home, 5611 E. St.
Charles Rd.; Columbia, MO 65202. (573) 474-8443. Online condolences may be left for
the family at www.nilsonfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

I remember how Kathie used to send me long, beautiful well-written notes about her
life and mine. This is a lost art these days. She furthermore took great interest in my
thesis and wanted me to succeed. Kathie taught me a lot about inner-strength, and
compassion above all. Her pain was so profound over the loss of Dylan that I could
feel it piercingly through her words. Kathie’s last words to me were that I inspired her.
But if she could only know how much she inspired me and this will never leave me.
Kathie, I am so sorry you endured 10 harrowing years of pain. I know you are
reunited with Dylan now. Rest in Paradise, my friend.

Lana De Gasperis - January 24 at 01:38 AM

“

I first met Kathie at Chalkboard Antiques. In her I found many qualities I cherish honesty, integrity, kindness, intelligence, creativity, passion, compassion and
unquenchable energy.
I spent many happy hours perusing the store or sitting in the braided rug circle
“gabbing” with the girls. I loved the creative and festive windows Kathie created for
the store. I have several items in my house from Chalkboard - a Broyhill recliner, a
lovely landscape oil painting, an amazingly unique 5 stall 2-story barn for some of my
beloved Breyer horses (Kathie called me specifically for that one knowing I’d be
interested!) and, when the contents of the store were sadly auctioned off, an icon of
the store itself...a chalkboard.
Kathie was one of those people who, even though our lives touched regularly for a
time and then only intermittently, will stay with me. Her spirit was unique. RIP Kathie.

Judy Olcott - January 24 at 12:58 AM

“

Kathie supported me when my husband died in similar circumstances to Dylan. You
really made a difference to me in those dark days and I looked to you for inspiration,
courage and strength. Fly high Kathie, you will never be forgotten. x

Linda - January 23 at 11:45 PM

“

It is with sadness hearing of the passing of Kathie. You were a mentor of many and
you brought joy to each and every child you came in contact with.
Sending our condolences to your family.
May you rest in peace.
Carl & Rita Brenton

Rita Brenton - January 23 at 10:24 PM

“

The world has lost a truly remarkable. loving, and caring person. My kids, Lisa,
Christopher and Brian had her for English and the NHS. and they loved her. She was
so good to them and to all her students. Rest in peace Kathie, we will miss you. I
hope you are with your precious son Dylan.

Virginia Ivey - January 23 at 05:50 PM

“

I only knew her on Facebook, but she impacted me immediately. Her strength and
courage to share what she had been through and her commitment to the truth was
awe inspiring! I impulsively deleted Facebook and my biggest regret was losing touch
with Kathie. May she rest in peace!

James Livergood - January 23 at 04:29 PM

“

Digitalforehead!!! 311 like the band!!! Grammar Camp!!! NHS.... these are some of
the first things that come to mind, when thinking of Yount. So grateful for such an
amazing influencer in our lives. Thank you So much for everything you have done for
so many.

Andy - January 23 at 04:01 PM

“

I agree...the digital forhead I still use. She was an amazing woman. I was lucky in having
her a part in mine. She did so many things. Outstanding teacher!!! Love you Ms. Yount.
Brandi - January 23 at 07:16 PM

“

These memories bring back laughter reading through others. I remember so many
things about her that make me laugh. But mostly, I was bullied in high school, but she
always made me feel accepted and welcome. She was a bright light.

Natasha Myrick - January 23 at 03:59 PM

“

I remember so many things. Her love/hate with the JR high kids (too young to know
anything). Covering the screen during a specific scene while watching Romeo and
Juliet with typing paper . She was an amazing woman, teacher & mentor who will
be greatly missed.

Liz Poland Gragg - January 23 at 03:20 PM

“

I remember, fondly, how she always talked about wanting a spaghetti fork, how she
called us nimrods, and later in life, how she shared her masterfully written prose.

Jerry Heuer - January 23 at 03:19 PM

